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Some Account of a fingular Charatter, whofe Name was 
Thomas Stuckley. 


[From D” Iftaeli’s Curiofities of Literature. } 


T is not every one whofe temerity and whofe ambition are 
equal to the adventurous heroifm of 


‘¢ Macedonia’s madman, and the Swede ;” 


whofe name is handed down to pofterity. Many an Alexander, 
and many a Charles, have been known only to their few fol- 
lowers, and have difplayed their daring fpirit in limits too 
Narrow to engage the attention of the hiftorian, The chas 
racter of fuch an adventurer is recorded by Fuller, With the 
pages of this writer few of my readers are familiar; I fhall 
therefore offer the picture of an Alexander, which, if not drawn 
as large as life, is at leaft a full length in miniature. 

Inthe county of Devon he notices one Thomas Stuctley, of 
whom he fays, * Were he alive, he would be highly offended 
to be ranked under any other topic thanthatof Princes, He 
was a young-r brother of an ancient wealthy family, being one 
of good parts, but valued the lefs by others, becaufe overprized 
by himfelf. Having prodigally mifpent his patrimony, he en- 

red on feveral projects, and firft pitched upon the peopling of 
Florida, then newly found out in the Weft Indies, So con- 
fident was his ambition, that he blufhed not to tell Queen 
Elizabeth, that he preferred rather to be the fovereign of a 
mole-hill, than the higheft fubjeSt to the greateft King in 

VoL. XXIII. 579. 2H Chriftendom 5 
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Chriftendom; adding, moreover, that he was aflured he fhould 
be a Prince before his death—I hope (faid Queen Elizabeth) I 
fhall hear from you when you are ftated in your principality, 
— Iwill write to you (quoth Stuckley).— In what language 
(faid the Queen.) He returned—in the ftyle of Princes— 
“ To our dear Sifter.” 

It appears, that his project of the Florida expedition failed 
for want of money; and, having been difappointed in fome af 
fairs in Ireland, he formed in his mind a treafonable confpiracy, 
to purfue which he pafled over into Italy. He foon won the 
favour of Pope Pius the Fifth, and even perfwaded him that 
with three thoufand men he could beat the Englith out of Ire. 
land. His holinefs, whofe infallibility (as Fuller archly ob 
ferves) was doubted on this occafion, did all he could to en. 
courage his adventurous {pirit ; but this chiefly confifted in 
beftowing on him the titles of the kingdom, which he had not 
yet conquered. At length he was furnifhed with eight hundred 
men, paid by the King of Spain, for the Irith expedition. 

Our entertaining hiftorian proceeds to tell us, “ In his 
paflage Stuckley landed at Portugal, juft when Sebaftian, the 
King thereof, with two more Moorifh Kings, were under. 
taking a voyage into Africa. Stuckley was perfwaded to ace 
company them. Some thought he gave up his /ri/h defign, 
partly becaufe he was loth to be pent up in an ifland (the con- 
tinent of Africa affording more elbow room for his atchieve- 
ments), partly becaufe fo mutable his mind, he ever loved the 
lait project (as mothers the youngeft child) beft. Others cons 
ceived he took this African jaunt in order to practife for his 
Irith defign ; fuch his confidence of conqueft, that his breakfaf 

on the Turks, would the better enable him to dine on the Enghih 
in Ireland.” 

To conclude: Sebaftian, againft the advice of Stuckley, 
would immediately give battle, though the army was in great 
need of refrefhment. He and his friends were wholly defeated, 
and Stuckiey, with his eight hundred men, perifhed, fighting 
Courageoufly ; on which Fuller writes two verfes : 


“ A fatal fight, where in one day was flain, 
“* Three Kings that were, and one that would be fain.” 


_ It was thus a young Alexander was crufhed, when he was 
juft burfting from the thell, 
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The Hiftory of the Life and Death of Olver Cromwell, 
the late Ufurper, and pretended Proteétor of England, 
€3c, truly colleéted and publifhed, for a Warning to alt 
Tyrants and Ufurpers, | 


By J. H. Gent. 
[Extra¢ted from the Harleian Mifcellany.] 
CHAP. I. 


Shewing the Birth and Parentage, and Place of Nativity, of the 
faid Oliver Cromwell, 


{oe unparalleled actions of this man have made people 
more curious than otherwife they would be, to know his 
rife and birth, which otherwife might better, to the advantage 
of his memory, have been yet obfcured and concealed; for it 
will neither add praife nor commendation, either to his country 
or relations ; both which have publicly protefted their fhame 
and their abhorrence of him. So that without prejudice to his 
family, who have cleared themfelves of any participation of his 
facts, and did, and do, deteft both him and them: You may 
underftand, he was the fonof Heary Cromwell, alias Williams, 
the younger fon of Sir Henry Cromwell, of Hinchinbrook, in 
the county of Huntingdon, Knight, who fo magnificently treated 
King James in that place, at his coming into England; who fo 
loyally and affe€tionately loved King Charles the martyr ; and 
who, laftly, fo hated and abominated this Oliver, his nephew, 
godfon, and namefake. 

He was born at Huntingdon, in the year 1559, where his 
father, being a cadet, or younger brother, as we have faid, 
having no large eftate, had intermarried with a brewer’s widow, 
by whom hehad fome addition of fortune, and from her fprung 
that tory of Oliver’s being a brewer in Huntingdon. He was 
from his infancy, a lufty, active child, and of a fturdy rough 
temper; which, to remedy in his young years, his father pru- 
dently took this courfe. 

CHAP IL 
How Oliver was educated and brought up in the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, and afterwards in Lincoln’s-Inn, in the Study of the 

Law. 

ABOUT the age, therefore, of thirteen or fourteen years, 


his father {cnt him to the univerfity of Cambridge, to have him 
2H2 tempered 
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tempered and managed, by the fevere tuition and difcipline of 
the univerfity ; but his tutor quickly perceived the boifterous 
and untraétable fpirit of his pupil, who was more for action 
than fpeculation, and loved cudgels, foot-ball playing, or any 
game and exercife, better than his book ; fo that there was no 
hopes of making him a fcholar, or a learned man ; and much 
ado there was to keep him fo in compafs, that he became not 
an open and public difhonour to his friends; (here he was 
made an aétor in the play of the five fenfes, where he ominoufly 
ftumbled at a crown, which he had alfo dreamed he fhould once 
wear) whereupon he was prefently removed, his tutor weary, 
and afraid of difgrace by him, to Lincoln’s-Inn, where he 
might, with lefs imputation and obfervance, if his bent were 
fo given, roifter it out, and yet, without much trouble, attain 
fone knowledge in the laws, to qualify him for a country gen. 
tlemai, and that little competency his father could Jeave him, 
But no fuch rudiments would fink into him; he was for 
rougher arguments and pleas, club-law; and, indeed, what 
occafion had he to know and to be verfed in the Jaw, whofe de- 
figns, and wicked practices afterwards, were directly oppofite 
to all laws, both divine and human? So that he continued not 
long there, but was called home, his father dying foon after, 
and leaving him to his {wing. 


CHAP. IIL 
Of his Manner of Life and Converfation in the Country. 


OLIVER, being come down into the country, and growing 
fturdy, and of man’s ftature, frequented all manner of wild 
company ; who but he at any match or game whatloever, 
where he would drink and roar with the rudeft of his com- 
panions. And whem his money, which he had {paringly from his 
mother, who yet kept the purfe, failed him, he would make the 
victuallers truft him, to fach a ruin of his credit and reputation, 
he being as famous for his ranting and his fcores, as after for 
his prayers and victories, that the ale-wives of Huntingdon, 
if they faw him coming, would fet up acry, Here comes young 
Cromwell, fhut up the doors, and fo keep him out. But he 
had better fuccefs in the war, for then there was no fhutting 
of him out, no garrifon or caftle, or ftrength whatfoever, was 
fufficienttodebar him. But that may be imputable to the luck 
of his former achievements, fortune being tied at his girdle, and 
:keeping aconftant tenor with him ; for at this age, he would 
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make nothing of beating of tinkers, and fuch nafty fellows, at 
quarter-ftaff, or any fuch weapon they would choofe 5 fo that 
he was dreaded by all the ale-drinkers, as well as aleewives, of 
the country. 


Cc: H A P. IV. 


How Oliver was reclaimed from thefe lewd Courfes, and how he 
joined himfelf to the precifer Sort, and became an hypocritical 
Convert. 


BY thefe debauched courfes of life, and regardlefs thoughts 
how the world went, aslong as drink and company could be 
had, no matter how nor where ;_ he had fo erfdangered his {mall 
eftate and patrimony, and was fo far in debt, that se was forced 
to retire himfelf, and get out of the way, and live privately, 
for fear of private arrefts and judgements, which were brought 
againft him. In this folitary condition, he had time to bethink 
himfelf of his condition; and having nothing elfe to do, 
having played a part at Cambridge, to perfonate another at 
home, feeming very penfive and melancholy, and much referved 
in his talk and difcourfe ; which, from vain, and frivolous, and 
wild fpeeches, was now altered into ferious, and modeft, and 
grave language, and fober expreffion ; which, accommodated 
and fet forth with a more ftaid and folemn afpect and gefture, 
made him appear to be another perfon, having run from one 
extreme to the other, from ftark nought to too good ; and it 
will be a queftion whether, by the firit he were more deftruc- 
tive to himfelf, or by the latter more pernicious to his country. 

This humour foured him at laft into a precife puritanifm, 
with whom his zealous defign was to ingratiate himfelf : Who 
increafing every day, and being grown to a headftrong faction, 
he doubted not, but if time fhould ferve, which bis daring {pirit 
(if he had not a familiar) told him was a coming, to be a prin- 
cipal perfon among them, and howfoever, to make up his de- 
cays on his fortunes, by the kind-hcarted fupplies and loans of 
the brotherhood, who were proud of fu ha profelyte. 

In a fhort time after, he had learned to pray, and attained 
a very ready faculty therein, which he made no nicety to ma- 
nifeft upon all occafions, both in their public and private meet- 
ings ; fo that he was looked upon by thofe of his godly party, 
as their chicfeft ornament, and by the reft of the world asa 
ftrange wonder. This artificial devotion did not only then 
advantage him, but ferved him hereafter through the 7 
courfe 
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courfe of his life, and was the main ingredient of all his policies 
and fuccefles. AQ friar was an afs to him for faying of prayers; 
he was able to give him two for one with his beads and by rote, 
and out-ftrip him extempore. 


G.H A P. V. 


How Oliver, being noted for his pretended Sanétity, was chofen a 
Burges of Cambridge for the Long-Parliament ; and the War 


breaking out, was made a Captain of Horfe. 


BY this fan&timonious vizor, and manifefted zeal for refor- 
mation, which was in every man’s mouth, he was looked upon 
as the fitteft inftrument to promote it in the Parliament, which 
the King had called in 1640, to redrefs the grievances of the 
ftate and church, and to fupply his neceffities ; and therefore 
the puritan faction, and his rclations by marriage, as Mr. Good- 

~ win, and alfo Hambden, of Buckingham, laboured, in election 
of burgeffes for the town of Cambridge, to have him chofen. 
The town was generally infected with the fame difeafe, and 
therefore it was nohard matter to effect it. Sitting in Parlia- 
ment, as a matter, he quickly faw which way the ftream went, 
and therefore refolved to run one of the firft with it; and 
therefore helped out the noife and cry for privilege, provinga 
great ftickler againft the prerogative, and to that end endea- 
vouring to widen the breach ; and made way, by male-pert- 
nefs of tumults, againft the King’s perfon and court ; info- 
much that he became confpicuous and noted for his averlion 
to the government. ‘The flame of thofe inward burnings now 
breaking out, and becaufe of his influence in his country, and 
his bold, confident fpirit, he was courted with a commiffion 
{which he accepted) under the Earl of Eflex, the Parliament’s 
General, and was made a Captain of a troop of horfe. 


CH AP, VI, 
Of the Exploits Cromwell did in the Beginning of the War. 


HAVING raifed his troop, he marched not prefently with 
the grofs and main body of the army, but was ordered tocon- 
tinue about his own country, that fo his own enterprifes might 
be the better obferved, and he taken notice of; fo that he was 
@ rilfing man from the very firlt beginning of our civil con- 
fufions, The firit fervice that he appeared in was the feizure 
of Sir Henry Conifby, the Sheriff of Hertfordfhire, when, ina 
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gallant contempt of the Parliament, he was proclaiming the 
commiffion of array at St, Alban’s, and fending him, and other 
gentlemen, his afliftance, to London ; which fudden and meri- 
torious exploit of his was well refented, and highly com- 
mended by the Parliament. His next piece of diligence was 
the like feizure of Sir John Pettus, and forty gentlemen more, 
of the county of Suffolk, who were forming a party for the 
King, and fecuring them; by which means he broke the neck 
of any future defign in that, or the next county of Norfolk, 
for the royal fintereft ; fo that he had brought all the eaftera 
part of England to the Parliament’s fubjection, by a bloodlefs 
and eafy conqueft ; but his other victories, which we princi- 
pally afcribed to him, though they were joined with him, were 
very fanguineous, and fatally cruel. 

At his laft home employment, he was ordered to purge and 
to infpe&t the univerfity, wherein he proceeded with fo mucl 
rigour againft that place of his own nurture, &c. it was con- 
ceived he would at laft as mercilefly ufe his mother, then bleeding 
England ; which work being over, and unhappily effected, 
Cromwell was the only man; his prudence, fortune, and va- 
lour, every where applauded and extolled, and he reputed for 
one of the moft eminent and able commanders ia the Parlia- 
ment’s army. 

It was time, therefore, now to fhew him abroad, having fo 
armed, difciplined, and paid his men {0 carefully, that there was 
no doubt of their prevailing upon any equal enemy, and under 
the condu&t of fo vigilant and wary a leader, whofe only aim 
it was tokeep up his reputation to greater undertakings.— 
Therefore, in order to a conjunction and affiftance of the 
Scots, who were entered England, he was made Lieutenant. 
General to the Earl of Manchefter, who had raifed his army 
out of the aflociated counties, as Cambridge, Huntingdon, 
Bedford, Suffolk, &c. Thofe armies being joined, and maiter- 
ing the field (the Marquis of Newcaftic, who oppofed them, 
retreating into York), they refolved to beficge that city; to 
the relief whereof Prince Rupert came, and forcing them to 
draw off from their league, he gave them battle on Marfton- 
Moor, July 2, 1644. In the beginning of the fight Prince 
Rupert had utterly difcomfited the right wing of the army, 
where Sir Thomas Fairfax and the Scots horfe ftood, and dif+ 
ordered the main body of the foot, fo that the day was given 
for loft, the Scots running and throwing down tacir arms 5 
when Cromwell, with his curaflicrs, and the reft of my Lord 
Manchefter’s horfe, who were placed ia the right wing, fell with 
, 6 fuch 











248 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fuch force and fury upon the Lord Goring’s brigades on the 
right, that they prefently broke them in pieces, and following 
their fuccefs, before the Prince returned, obtained a complete 
victory, killing no lefs than 5000 men, gaining their camp, bag 
and baggage, and, as the price of all, the city of York ; hence 
he acquired that terrible name of Ironfides, his troops being 
reported invulnerable and unconquerable. By this defeat he 
lifted up himfelf to thofe great titles and places he went'through 
afterwards. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Sittings before the Lord Chief Fuftices 
The Kine verfus SAMUEL Jarvis, Eq. and OTHERS, 


R tiv was an indictment againft Samuel Jarvis, Efq. who 
is employed in his Majefty’s cuftoms ; alfo againft Dr. 
Peters, a clergyman, and his two fervants, for violently treat 
ing George Blundel, a Sheriff's officer, who came to the houle 
of Dr. Peters, and arrefted Captain Jarvis ; and, for having 
refcued Captain Jarvis after he was in cuftody of the officer. 

Mr. Garrow obferved, that it might have been expected, 
from the rank, the ftation, and education, of two of the de- 
fendants, and particularly of the Rev. Gentleman, that he 
would have fhown his fervants and the public an example of 
fubordination to the laws, and of decency, and fubmiffion to 
them, inftead of encouraging them to break them, with a de- 
gree of fury and barbarity thathe had feldom witnefled. If 
thefe faéts were proved, the Jury could entertain no doubt 
about the guilt of the defendants. The writ and warrant were 
produced, and proved. Captain Jarvis was arrefted for having 
accepted a bill of exchange of 10]. of which Richard Gage 
was the holder. 

George Blundel faid, he was one of the officers of the 
Sheriff of Middlefex ; that on the 7th of September laft he 
went to the houfe of Dr. Peters, about half paft ten o’clock 
P. M. to arreft Captain J. He and his follower werelet in by 
aboy. hey afked for the Captain. The boy told them he 
believed he was up-itairs) Dr. P. came out of the — 
9 an 
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and he followed him to the top of the two-pair of ftairs. He 
faw Captain J. and told him he had a writ again{ft him at the 
fuit of Richard Gage, for tol. He faid he laid hold of the de- 
fendant by the fhirt fleeves. J. puthed him from him, and 
made his efcape into a room ; from which he returned with a 
piftol in his hand ; and he told him, if he did not immediately 
go about his bufinefs, he would blow his brainsout. Jarvis 
run the piftol into his mouth, and cut his mouth and gums 
very much. He was all over blood. Dr. P. took a window 
lath, and beat him over the head very violently, and alfo cut 
his hands and face. The Doétor’s two fervants, Murphy and 
Palmer, hung about his hair, and were pufhing him down 
ftairs, till he got out of the houfe. He never faw C.ptain J. 
after he left the ftair-cafe, till he was taken up for this offence. 
He faid he was fo much hurt, that he could not lift his hand to 
his head for a fortnight. 

Mr. Davie faid he was a friend of the plaintiff, Mr. Gage, 
and had indorfed this bill to him. He went to Dr. P’s houfe 
about half an hour before the officer, in order to identify the 
perfon of Capt. J. He had fat about half an hour with the 
Doétor in his parlour before the officer came. After Cap- 
tain J. had been arrefted, Dr. P. faid he had taken him under 
his proteétion ; and he fhould not be arrefted, When Gray, 
the Sheriff’s officer, came up ftairs, Dr. P. kicked him on 
the breaft; and he muft have fallen down ftairs if he had not 
got hold of the bannifters. Dr. P. d- d them, faid they 
had no bufinefs there, and that they fhould not arrett his friend. 
Dr. P. aimed a blow at Blundel’s head with a window lath, 
which, if it had hit him, muft have fraftured his fkull, The 
Doéor behaved very civilly to the witnefs. He faw blood 
running down the Doétor’s face, though he faw nobody ftrike 
him; and he did not know how it happened. 

Gray was next called; and his evidence was exactly the 
fame with Biundel’s. 

Mr. Erfkine, for the defendants, faid, he was by no means 
defirous ct addrefling himfelf to the Jury, as what he had to 
fay could not, in his own idea, lead to an acquittal of the de= 
fendants. No man could fufpect that he was ¢efirous that a 
Jury, on mere obfervation, fhould acquit, in the teeth of po- 
fitive evidence. Men upon their oaths could not doit. “Two 
of the defendants were perfons of perfeét honour and refpect, 
and who would have an opportunity afterwards of coming up 
to the Court. His reafon for not calling witneflcs was, that 
all the members of Dr, P's family, except one young woman, 
Vou. XXIII. 579. 21 had 
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had been made defendants ; and he did not think proper that 


this young woman fhould be {worn alone, fo as to make it ne. 
ceflary for his Lordthip to fet her fingle and fole teftimony 
againft the evidence of all the reft If his inftructions were 
true, this matter would appear in a very different light, on 
another occafion. 

Lord Kenyon,—* It will be proper for the parties to con. 
fider whether this matter cannot be made up before the de- 
fendants come up for judgment.” 

Defendants guilty. 





COMMON PLEAS. 
SWINTON verfus ROBINSONS. 


THIS was an action for damages, and is of confiderable 
importance to authors and reviewers. ‘The plaintiff, a Mr 
Swinton, publifhed in the year 1792, a work entitled, * Tn 
vels into Norway, Denmark, and Ruffia, in the years 1788, 
1789, 1790, and 1791.” This work was reviewed in the 
month of July 1792, in the Critical Review. The plaintif 
alledged that in this review of the book, it was infinuated that 
he was one of thofe writers of travels, “ who are {carcely 
ever out of their clofets :’? The work in other refpects was 
roughly handled, and he conceiving that he had been injured 
both in his character, and in the fale of the book, brought the 
prefent action againft Mefirs. Rebinfons, bookfellers, who are 
the venders of the Critical Review. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair made an able fpeech for the plaintiff; 
he iaid, that although it might be thought this was a new cafe, 
it in fact was net very materially different from many which 
had appeared in the Courts. What was faid inthe Review of 
the book as a work of genius, what was faid in the fair way 
of criticifm, was not the object of the profecution, ‘Theob- 

ject of it was, to obtain reparation for an injury done to the 
plaintiff as a gentleman, and as a man who, having been at 
great expence in his travels, had a right to expect the produce 
of his labours. “The learned counfel then read the beginning 
and concluding parts of the Review, commented upon the 
pailages at contiderable length, and infifted that the infinuation 
of plagiariim, and not having travelled, clearly pointed at his 
client; whereas he was ready to prove, that his client had 
been in the countries which he profefled to defcribe, and did 
not 
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not confequently come under the defcription of one of thofe 
impoftors who manufacture books of travels, “ being fcarcely 
ever out of their clofets.” 

A boy was called to prove the felling of the Review by 
Mefirs. Robinfons; he fwore to a copy which he had bought. 

The Rev. Mr. Toohe gave in evidence that he had been in- 
troduced toa Mr. Swinton in Ruflia, but knew nothing farther 
of him. 

Mr. Macrea, printer, was called to prove that he printed the 
work ; that he often faw Mr. Swinton with Dr. Thomfon, 
who made the work fit for the prefs. He faid that Mr. Swin- 
ton often complained that Dr. ‘Thomfon had been liberal in his 
corrections. This witnefs faid there was a great call for the 
work at firft, and that he delivered the whole of the impreffion 
to Mefirs. Robinfon, who publifhed it. 

Mr. Nicol, bookfeller in Pall mall, was afked whether he 
fhould not have an unfavourable opinion of a book from fuch 
an account given in the Review ? but the Court overuled the 
queftion as not being a queftion of fact—Here the evidence 
for the profecution clofed, 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence, for the defendants, replied to every 
part of Mr. Serjeant Adair’s fpeech ; and in a very able man- 
ner contended, that the reviewer had done no more than 
giving an opinion of the merit of the work, from a fair in- 
{pection of its contents. To illuftrate this, he read the whole 
of the criticifm, and farther to prove that the reviewer had 
acted fairly, he read a number of paffages from the do0ok, upon 
which, he maintained, the opinion of the reviewer was grounded. 
Thete paflages kept the Court in a roar of laughter; the 
learned counfél faid, the reviewer was fully juftified for the 
opinion given, and the fufpicions thrown out. He faid the 
author affected to feel for his character asa gentleman. But 
here was an attack on his character in July 1792, which came 
to be tried in February 1794. Was it ufual for gentlemen to 
delay vindicating their characters fo long? in fact, no proof 
had been brought that either himfelf or his book had fuffered 
in their characters, otherwife than as it is natural to fuppofe a 
book fo criticifed ought to futter, After a number of threwd 
remarks, the counfelleft it to the jury to determine what da- 
mages were due to the plaintiff, if they fhould be of opinion 
that he made out his cafe. 

The Chief Juftice explained to the jury, that this was a 
cafe very different from common libel cafes ; in his opinion, it 
was a cafe of criticiim, which if not left fair and open, the 
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greateft injury would accrue to literature. The plaintiff had 
made out no cafe of lois or damage whatever; and as to its 
being infinuated that be had compofed this work in his clofet, 
the public might perhaps be as defirous to read the book, as if 
he had actually travelled, They might be defirous to know 
how well a man can write fiction. His Lordfhip inftanced 
two books, with which he prefumed the ury were wellac- 
quainted, and had been often delighted—Gulliver’s Travels, 
and Robinfon Crufoe. He did not conceive that the plaintiff 
had proved any lofs from the Review, which, however, the 
jury might read and confider, and if they were convinced thet 
he had been injured, they would no doubt afford a compens 
fation. 

The jury, without going out of court, gave a verdi& for 
the defendants. 





COs T8. ¢ £273 


. THE Lord Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas took no- 
tice lately, that when caufes were called on for trial, the attor- 
nies for the plaintiffs were fometimes not in Court, in confe- 
quence of which the records were withdrawn, and the fuitors 
put to an expence occafioned by the negligence of fuch attor- 
mies. His Lordfhip faid, it was the duty of the Judge to pro- 
tect the fuitors, and to compel the attornies to pay out of their 
own pockets the expences and cofts incurred by their negligence 
and inattention. 


COURT of EXCHEQUER. 
MELLs verfus BARTLETT. 


THIS was an action agaiuft the defendant to recover a 
compenfation in damages for a nuifance, in erecting a fhed op- 
pofite the plaintifi’s houfe, by which he was deprived of the 
air and light he enjoyed prior to iuch erection. 

A witnefs wes called, who faid he knew the plaintiff’s houle 
for nineteen years. By the fhed erected by the defendant, the 
plaintiff’s houfe was much darkened, 


A furveyor 
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A furveyor faid, that he had examined the plaintift’s houfe, 
and the windows to it appeared to him to be as oid as the 
building itfelf. 

The learned Judge laid down the law upon the fubjet.— 
His Lordthip faid, that if the windows to t:e plaintiff's noufe 
had been made more than twenty years, and no building had 
ftood before it during that period, till the nuifance in queftion, 
the plaint:ff would be entitled to a verdi@t. Anuninterrupted 
enjoyment of aright for twenty years muft be the foundation 
of actions of this fort. 

The Jury found a verdict for the plaintiff with nominal da- 
mages. The proper mode of removing the nuifance was re- 
ferred to a furveyor, but the expence of fuch reference was to 
be paid by the defendant. 








The COMPLAINT of JOSEPHUS HENPECK. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


O* all beings in nature, a cleanly woman is the moft agree- 
able; but, Sir, cannot this virtue’ be carried too far ? 
Ithink it can ; and will, with your leave, recite an inftance now 
exifting in my own family. 

Now, Sir, I am a married man, and in poffeffion of a wife 
in fome refpes refembling the faid lady, although not quite of 
that compliant nature. She piques herfelf much on her clean- 
Jinefs, and obligates the fervants every night to pull off their 
fhoes for fear of their dirtying the ftair-cafe ; and that they 
fhould not complain, fets them the example herfelf, and witha 
little perfuafion, and a great deal of hard reafoning, has obli- 
gated me to do the fame. Thank God my conttitution is not 
fo delicate as her’s, otherwife our bed-room might difplay the 
moft difmal effects of our cleanlinefs. My deaveft precious 
now lies dangerouily ill, caught by fetting the above example 5 
and, when 1, like a tender hufband, fitting down by her bed- 
fide, take her dear hand between mine, and attempt by my 
confolation to alleviate her fuffering—afking her if fhe does 
not think her cold does not proceeds from her paddling with 
out her fhoes, and fuch like particularities ? 

Oh, Lord, Mr. Printer, would you not be aflonithed to fee 
one of thefe charming refiners of human nature, (although the 
cold hand of death fcems hovering over her head) look—not 
like 
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like patience on a monument {miling at grief ; but like Satan, 
fo beautifully defcribed by Milton, when he lay vanquithed on 
the burning lake, by the Omnipotent and his hoft of angels; 
thofe lovely eyes which during our courtfhip I have often com- 
pared to the ftars in the firmament—now flafhing with equal 
rage to the forked lightning—her charming mouth and fofe 
pouting lips, from whence proceeded words more refrefhing to 
my love-fick heart than the dew-drops of Heaven to the 
parched earth, now utters, although nearly difabled through the 
malignancy of her cold, no founds more pleafant to my difcons 
folate foul than fool, puppy, &c. 

This, Sir, is exactly my prefent fituation, and with your 
leave | will intrude a little longer on the patience of your fair 
readers, to recite one more of my dear partner’s particularities, 
which, perhaps, in their eyes, will appear trivial, although to 
me it is of the utmoft confequence. I am naturally domeftic, 
and in general fpend my evenings at my own fire-fide, which 
were it not for my dear wife’s over cleanlinefs, would be the 
moft happy place to me in the world ; but, alas, Sir, there is 
fcarcely an evening but the fire is engrofled with drying, or 
more properly hardening, (I believe, Mr. Printer, that is the 
moft proper phrafe) of her fine muflins and laces—on one chair 
is her handkerchief—on another a favourite gown—on another 
her caps, and fo on, till what with ruffles, aprons, gowns, caps, 
and handkerchiefs, there is not a fingle chair difengaged—then 
I am informed by way of confolation, that if the fuffered the 
fervants to get up (as fhe calls it) her fine linen, it would be 
{poiled. 

Oh, Mr. Printer, were you to fee the dear creature engaged 
in this arduous undertaking, you would pity poor Pilgarlick ; 
here are box-irons and box-iron ftands of all defcriptions and 
fizes ; flat-irons, crimping-irons, iron-holders and heaters, and 
twenty other articles, the names of which I am unacquainted 
with. All this I have borne with a degree of patience until 
the other day 1 was feverely {colded for placing my foot (which 
I muft confefs was not very clean) on one of her beft muflin 
handkerchiefs that had been pinned ona cloth, and that cloth 
on the drawing-room carpet, for what purpofe I cannot pretend 
to fay, without it is a new mode of drying that 1 am unac- 
quainted with—you may fuppofe I was feverely reprimanded 
tor my carelefsnels; and although I have as much philofophy 
as moit men, | could not help grumb.ing to myfelf a wilh that 
fhe and her muflins were at the devil, for that I could never get 
a chair to fiton: And now I was to be deprived of ene 
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place to fet my foot on in my houfe. This imprudent with of 
mine, which was uttered without any intention for her to hear, 
is, I underftand, to coft me a round fum, as fhe now declares 
that every rag in the houfe fhall be fent to the wafherwoman’s, 
even to the fervants’ cloaths and houfe-cloths. 


JOSEPHUS HENPECK. 








Monthly Agricultural Report for February. 


HE greater part of February having proved mild and 

fair, enabled the active agriculturift to commence his 

Lent feed feafon earlier than ufual, on dry lands.—The beans, 

dibbed as well as broad caft, were principally got in by the 

fecond week, in moft parts of the kingdom; and, in many 

diftri&ts, a great breadth of oats and barley were allo fown by 
that time. 

The heavy rains, which fell at the clofe of the month, 
though beneficial to the foft corn fown on old lays, muft prove 
injurious to that on raw fallows, which worked only dry on 
the furface. 

The wheat plants were fcarcely ever remembered fo luxu- 
riant throughout the ifland at this feafon of the year; unlefSa 
cold dry March fucceeds, thofe on rich foils will prove too ftrong 
before harveft, by running principally to ftraw 5 while others on 
weak lands will probably wear a different appearance in May, 
from having exhaufted the nutriment of the foil at too early a 
period. Many farmers are indifcreet enough, in different 
countries, to be feeding their wheats of the latter defcription at 
this time with fheep, an error of which experience will foon 
convince them. 

The advance in the price of wheat, going fo far beyond 
the real demand for corn in our northern coafts, indicates a 
covert defign fomewhere to open the ports for forzign wheat.— 
Oats are rifen to the immenfe price of 30s. per quarter.— 
Barley and beans are a little reduced. 

Of fpring feed there is every where, and of every kind, 
great abundance. ‘Ihe turnips have held out beyond the 
gralier’s beft expeations ; and are, therefore, reduced from 
fix guineas to thirty thillings per acre. Rye, tares, &c. being 
alfo generally good, plenty, and very forward, fortunately pre- 
vent a further rife in hay, the price of which mult otherwife 


have becn enormous. 
9 The 































256 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The hop planters have begun dreffing; the plantation, 
timely dug before the froft, are highly fertilized, and the hills 
fhoot freely for bine. 

The flock-mafters univerfally agree, that a finer lambi 
fcafon thoughout the kingdom was never remembered, Wool 
is fomewhat lower 3. particularly the long forts, owing to the 
now almoft unemployed ftate of the manufacturers in York. 
fhire, Effex, &c. - 

Smithfield, the laft week, was but fcantily fupplied with goo 
beef, the prime of which fold as high as 4s.aftone. Graf 
lamb.comes up earlier and more plentiful to market than ufud 
and is reafonable. Veal in the courfe of the month, fetched 
5s. per ftone; and fine pig pork, as high as 4s. Well fed 
mutton is likewife dear. Hovrfes, particularly of the draft 
kinds, are cheaper, but lean beafts and {tock fheep are much 
advanced. 





Interefting Account of the Efcape of his Maje/fly’s Brig 
Liberty, commanded by Lieutenant Richard Searle, from 
a French Frigate. 


Fe not think the naval hiftory of any country records a 
more miraculous efcape than we had from the hands of the 
enemy. About nine, qn Tuefday night the 18th of Fe 
bruary, we fell in with a frigate, which proved to be French. 
She out-failed the Liberty; fo that notwithftanding our ut- 
mott exertions, at ten fhe was within half gun-fhot of us, and 
commenced her fire, which at firft had no effeét; but at half 
paft ten fhe was within mufket fhot of us, and luffed up, and 
difcharged her whole broadfide, which thot away our main-top 
gallant haulyards, main-top-matt ftudding haulyards, and maine 
top-fail braces. Although the fhooting away the haulyards 
impeded us a little, the frigate retarded her own courfe more 
materially, by the injudicious mode of luffing up. At eleven 
the was again within mufket-fhot, and repeated the fame mea- 
fure, carrying off with’ that broadfide our fore-top braces, 
fore-top-gallant traces, and fore-top-maft ftudding-fail haul- 
yards : Shethen kept up a continual fire from her bow chafes, 
which frequently thot away parts of our running rigging, and 
damaged our fails. As we faw the Caftket lights a-head, and I 
thought there was a poffibility of our reaching them before the 
enemy haddamaged us very much, particularly if fhe’ fole 
6 lowed 
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lowed the fyftem of luffing up to bring her broadfide to bear 
on us, inftead of waiting till fhe got a-breaft, when fhe might 
have funk us, I determined not to bring to, while I hada matt 
ftanding. At twelve, fhe was as near as piftol thot; then we 
had every thing to fear from her broadfide, which I concluded 
myft certainly knock the mafts overboard. We waited in 
folemn filence, apprehenfive of the danger that awaited us, but 


determined not to give up the caufe until we were rendered in- | 


capable of the leaft effort for the prefervation of the Liberty. 
At length it came, and providentially was not attended with 
any worfe effeéts than the former. At one o’clock we were 
not more than a quarter of a mile from the Cafket rocks,+ and 
I was determined to rifk our lives by running the brig on them, 
rather than fuffer her to fall into their hands. However, 
I prefumed our intentions were guefled at, and they did not 
choofe to run the fame rifk, therefore they left off chace. 

The compofure and fteadinefs of the whole fhip’s company, 
in fuch a fituation for three hours, and the greateft part of the 
time within mufket-fhot of a conftant fire of fuch fuperior force, 
againft which we could not make any refiftance, delighted me 
beyond meafare ; and their active exertions, in replacing fuch 
of the haulyards, &c. as were fhot away during the chale, 
alone enabled us to fave the Liberty. 

You can better conceive than I can defcribe, the deplorable 
fituation of the poor Vifcount*. We prevailed with him to 
ufe the difguife moft likely to prevent difcovery ; and I pro- 
mifed my utmoft exertions to carry him through; but at the 
fame time gave him to underftand, that there were pittols 
prepared as a dernier refort. 

When all was over, I went down into my cabin to take 
fome refrefhment, and as foon asI returned on deck, I was {ae 
luted by the fhip’s company with three cheers, and thanked for 
my conduct, I cannot defcribe to you my feelings on that oc- 
cafion. I could fearce refrain from tears, to think that fuch 
brave fellows fhould be obliged to fly before their enemies. 

Our prefervation for fuch a length of time, from the con- 
ftant and heavy fire, within the reach of the fmalleft guns, and 
for the moft part within mufket-fhot, is almoit miraculous. 


Vou. XXIII. 557. 2K The 


+ The Catkets are dangerous rocks in the Britifh Channel, near 
the Ifle of Alderney. 

* A French emigrant nobleman, to whom Lord Moira requetted 
Mr. Searle to give a paflage to Guernfey. 
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The fates feem to have decreed, that, though the Engl nq 
berty may be frequently endangered, it is ftill to exift. 

The Liberty has been employed during the war to cruize 
off the coaft of France, for intelligence from the Royalifts, 
and is known by all the frigates from ‘Cherbourg, &e, 


(Signed) RICHARD SEARLE, 


Short Account of the late Fudge Gould, 





Ay" 7EDNESDAY, March 5,°1794, died, at his houfein 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Sir Henry Gould, Knt. one‘of 
the Juftices of the Court of Common Pleas. 

Though nature had nearly run her courfe, he retained his 
faculties to the laft moment of his exiftence, and expired with 
the fortitude and refignation of a Chriftian, and a man whole 
life had been {pent in a feries of kindneffes and benefits to his 
fellow creatures. He died full of years and honour, and 
carries with him tohis grave the deep regret of a wide circle of 
friends, and the general efteem of his country. 

Judge Gould was entered as a ftudent of the Middle Tem- 
ple on the 16th of May 1728, and was called to the Bar on 
the 13th of June 1734. On the 3d of May 1754, he was 

made a King’s Counicl: In 1761, he fucceeded Mr. Baron 
Lioyd as one of the Barons of Exchequer ; and on the 24th 
of january 1763, he was removed to the Court of Common 
Pieas, which feat he continued to fill with diftinguifhed ability 
till his deceafe. During this period, he faw the Bench three 


times cleared ‘y the natural viciflitudes of human exiftence. 

‘ As alawyer, Sir Henry Gould was enlightened and pro 
found; and asa a dge, his ability and integrity were alike 
confyicuous and acknowledged — Tempering ‘the fternnefs of 


juttice ohieni feelings of the man, the criminal never failed 
to be awed by his manner into a fenfe of “guilt, or to be led by 
his admonitions into the falutary paths of contrition and re- 
tnoriec. 

By thofe of his own profeffion he was revered for his great 
legal knowledge: By all men he. was beloved for the fuavity 
of his manners, and the uniform benevolence of his heart. 

He was the tender and affectionate hufband and parent, the 
fincere f iend, the kind mafter, and the humane and excellent 
man. In him the Englith law has loft one of its brigiteft lu- 
minaries, and foci.ty one of its moit valuable ornaments and 


beft fupports. 
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Such is the tribute paid to the memory of this truly good and 
great man, by one who knew his worth, and was honoured 
with his friendfhip, and in the juftice of which he feels a con- 
fidence that thoufands will concur with him. 





Curious Memorial of a very fingular Feat of Adlivity. 


N the chancel of the church of Walton upon Thames, a 
very curious monument is preferved; which confilts of 
feveral plates nailed up againft the South wall. ‘Two of them 
reprefent 2 man riding upon a ftag. ‘The others contain his 
wife, children, and an epitaph. ‘That they were once laid over 
a graveeftone is evident; but in what part of the church is 
not known, neither at what time nor on what occaiion they 
were taken up. ‘They were, however, for a long time loofe, 
and kept in the veftry. 

An ancient fexton, many years ago, explained the figures, 
engraved thereon, by the following traditionary ftory, which 
though ftrange, appears, from the concurrent tcitimony of the 
monument, not to be without foundation, 

John Selvyn, the perfon reprefented with his wife and chil- 
dren, and alfo riding on the ftag, was, as appears by the infcrip- 
tion, under-keeper of the park of Oatlands in Surry, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

This man was, according to the before-named hiftorian, 
extremely famous for his dtrength, agility and: {killin horfe- 
manthip, {pecimens of all which he exhibited before the Queen, 
at a grand {tag hunt in that park, where attending, as was the 
duty of his office, hein the heat of the chace fuddenly leaped 
from his horfe, upon the back cf the ftag (both running at the 
time with their utmoft fpeed) and not only kept his feat grace- 
fully in {pite of every effort of the affrighted beaft, but 
drawing his. fword, with it guided him towards the Queen, 
and coming near her prefence, plunged it inhis throat, fo that 
the animal fell dead at her feet. “Chis was thought fufficiently 
wonderful to be chronicled on his monument, and he is ace 
cordingly there pourtrayed in the act of {tabbing the beatt. 


Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to R. 8.’s Rebus, infertea 
April 22. 
OUR rebus, Sir, long puzzled my brain, 


But ftill { endeavour’d the whole to explain ; 
2K 2 « Ithink 
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I think it is quite plain and clear 
The veffel’s name is PALENDAR. 





Anfwer, by a Blindman of Aveton Giffird, to Thamas Walker's 
Enigma, inferted November 18. 


IR ISAAC NEWTON when alive 
Did view each ftar and planet, 
To gain aftronomy did ftrive, 
But now he’s. dead he cannot, 


He was a great aftronomer, 
As for myfelf I’m none, 

Becaufe I cannot fee a ftar, 
Nor yet the fun or moon, 


Perhaps I have an inward fight, 
And fpeak it with my lips, 

That if I’ve hit your riddle right, 
I think its an ECLIPSE, 


[ The above remarkable blindman has been known to tra- 
vel from Aveton Gifford to Exeter, and from thence to Ply- 
mouth, and return to Aveton Gifford in three days, withouta 
guide, which is counted 98 miles; ‘and has frequently been 
known to conduét failors, &c. from Aveton Gifford to Dat: 
mouth, Plymouth, Totnes, and many other places in the vici- 
nity; and alfo has been known to bring an anker of liquor up- 
wards of ten miles by himfelf.] 


+,* We have received the like anfwer from J. R. Toul 
min, of Barnftaple; Catharine Luke, of St. Blazey; William 
Brewer, of Taunton; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; Eremita, 
of Wetton Zoyland; John Commins, of Taviftock; John 
Collins, of Uffculm; T. Pearce, of Camelford; As Apley, 
of Brown’s Elm; and W. H.of Crediton. 





4 REBUS, ‘by Philomathes, of Modbury. 


oar find a ftone in fcripture nam’¢ ; 
A” And next a King in hiftory fam’d ; 
A kingdom 
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A kingdom that in Europe lies 5 

A bird that in the night time cries; 

A King that did in England reign; 

The man who caus’d Joab to be flain. 
The initials join’d will foon declare 
A well-known city, great and fair. 





4 QUESTION, Jy B. Miles, Schoolnafter, at Farnam. 


HERE are three. numbers in continual proportion, 
whofe fum is=420, and the fum of their fquares= 
75600.—Required the numbers by the loweft equation. 





4n ENIGMA, by F. Bodkin, of Heath/tock. 


Have hundreds of Jegs, and fome hundreds of eyes, 

But neither head, hands, feet, body, nor thighs 5 
And tho’ that my legs-are fo many it number, 
Yet can I not walk, and to add tothe wonder, 
Tho’ my eyes are fo num’rous they yield me no light, 
Yet ferve as a guide to keep hundreds aright 
In the path they muft tread, and I’m bold for to fay, 
If they walk without me they. will certainly ftray ; 
Which particular fervice my mafter will own, 
Affords him more good than the King on the throne ; 
Yet he, more fevere than a Jew or a Turk, 
Ne’er pity’s my cafe, but continues my work 
Till my legs they drop off, and my eyes they do rot ; 
And when in his team I no longer can trot, 
Then I’m fold for a flave, and turn'd quite out of door 
To perform hotter fervice than ever before. 


RIK EIR IRIE AOR ORI RO OK 


§*§ The Infertion of the Lines figned ¢ One of the Party,” 
would, we apprehend, give Offence to the Perfons mentioned in 
them, and we muft, therefore, decline giving them a Place. 

*,* Enigmaticat lifts of the names of young ladies generally 


. give offence, and cannot, therefore, have a place. 


§$+§ Several Pieces of Poetry lately received are much too in= 
accurate for Infertion. 
POETRY. 
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Forthe WeEKLy ENTERTAINER. 
THE GODS IN FULL SYNOD. 


4 Song, written in February, 1793, by Mr. Davies, one of 
Mr, Biggs’s Company of Comedians. 


Tung,— Anacreoen in Heaven.” 


HE Gods in full fynod were met t’other day, 
To confult on the ftate of us mortals below 5 
Says Jove, “ Fellow Gods, Iam forry to fay, 
“ ‘That France in her vices more daring doth grow. 
“ Their King to dethrone, 
“ Leit in prifon to groan, 
* Then murder’d—l il make them repent what they’ve done. 
CuHuorus. 
“ Whilft England ftill greater in glory thall thine, 
«“ The dread of all thofe who againft her combine, 


wn 


Their temples defpoil’d, their priefts gone and dead, 
“ Cries Jove,” ina pet,“ I can hardly forbear 
My thunder this moment to hurl on each head, 
“ Who in that foul bufinefs aflum’d any fhare ; 

“ But mind what I mention— 

“ Itis my intention 
« Old Pluto fhali have that infernal Convention. 


“ Whilft England &c. 


‘ 


“ How dare they prefume black {edition to fow, 
“© And treat with contempt all thofe ftates that furround 
« them? 
Th.ir madnefs and folly will foon bring them low, 
© Confufion and difcord fhall quickly confound them 4 
‘© That proud Dumourier, 
“ T’ll ftop his career, 


© For 
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“ For his ragged army fhall foon difappear.* 
« Whilft England &c, 


« Then roufe, my Britannia, without fear or dread, 
«“ Remember their tricks but a little while fince,t. 
“ They lopp’d off a limb, now they aim at your head; 
“| Butl of their rafhnefs will foon them convince, 
“© Their land and their cots. >: 
© ]’]l divide intolots, 
“ >Mongft Pruffians, and Heflians, and old German fots. 
« Whilft thou, my Britannia, {till greater fhall fhine,. 
“ For their Weft India iflands fhall furely be thine.” 


The gods now arofe to thank Jove for the.care 
_ Hehad.ta’enin preferving their. fav’rite ifle; 
Pallas begg’d its protection might fall to her fhare 5 
Jove gave his confent—all Olympus did fmile 5; . 
Phoebus tun’d a foft ftring, 
Which made heaven ring, 
Whillt every celeftial this chorus did fing, 
May England united in glory ftill fhine, 
The dread of all thofe who againft her combine. 


* This declaration was fhortly after fully verified. 
t Alluding to the American war. 








THE BANKER OF LOVE, 


At the court of Olympus, affembled by Jove, 


Twas agreed that a Bank fhould be open’d for Love; 
And the Gods, all delighted, then pafs’dadecree, 
That the fon of fair Venus their Banker fhould be : 
So in pity to mortals they fent him below, 
To foften diftrefs, and to banifh their woe ; 
For he debits and credits the {mile and the kifs, 
He’s the patron of joy, and the treas’rer of blifs; 
Of the firm of our houfe, Truth and Juftice approve, 
And Hymen prefides o’er the balance of love, 


Ere Commerce had fhed on Britannia her fmiles, 
Or Science and Arts had illumin’d her ifles, 
The fame of our Bank half the globe had confefs’d, 


And its influence had warm’d—e’en the favage’s breatt ; 
9 Philofophers, 
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Philofophers, prelates, and princes, all own, 
That happinefs flows from our Banker alone; 


For he debits &c. 


At home, and abroad, both in peace and-in war, 

His currency never declines below par ; 

Whether good news or bad, whether ftocks rife or fall, 
The bills on our Banker ne’er vary at all, 

For their holders well know, that hene’er interferes 
With the deep fpeculation of bulls or of bears; 


For he debits &c. 


He iffues his notes from the eyes of the fair, 

And “ I promife to pay,” is the motto they bear. 

His cheques were all form’d by Dame Nature’s own hand, 
To be fill’d up at pleafure, and paid on demand : 

While his drafts, duly honour’d, his credit impart, 

For the Banker of Love ever draws on the heart : 


And he debits &c. 





4 S O N G. 


[From Kenpatv’s Poems.] 


| er Laura met my ravith’d view, 
My cheek confefs’d Health’s rofeate bloom ; 
My foul nor Love nor Sorrow knew— 

How Beauty’s power hath chang’d my doom ! 


*Mid lonely glades, with tear-fraught eyes, 
Wandering I mougn my fecret pain; 
The paffing breeze, with lengthen’d fighs, 

In pity murmurs to my ftrain. 


Now lull’d by Hope’s Elyfian fimile, 
My fears in filent flumber reft ; 

Now dreams, that every thought beguile, 
Serenely foothing, chear my breaft : 


But, ah ! too foon my grief returns— 
Again tumultuous paffions rife ; 
Again my tortur’d bofom burns, 
And all the dear — flies. 
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